Table 2: Researc

n Paradigms — Major Issues

Positivism Postpositivism Interpretivism | Critical Theory Indigenous
Ontology External to External to Socially Material and Multiple realities; a set of relationships
human mind | human mind constructed external to the and a process of relationships;
(Nature of human mind ontology is the same as epistemology.?
Reality)
Epistemology Find Find universals - | Reflect Uncover local Egalitarian and inclusive.b
universals- Independenceis | understanding | instances of Knowledge is not in things, but rather

(Knowledge and
relation of
knower to known)

Investigator
and
investigated
are

not possible but
objectivity is the
goal

from
interaction of
investigator
and subject

universal power
relationships and
empower the
oppressed

relationships (interpersonal,
intrapersonal, environmental, and
spiritual).c

Culture, worldview, language, histories,

independent spiritualties, and place in the cosmos.¢
of each
other

Acceptable Scientific Scientific Subjective and | Subjective inquiry | Respectful and reciprocal.®

Methods & data method. method. objective based on Inclusive, healing, educational,
Objective Objective data. research ideology and empowering.
data. Quantitative and | methods. values. Arising from community, recursive.8
Quantitative. | qualitative. Qualitative. Both quantitative | Decolonizing. Privileging of Indigenous

and qualitative.

values, accountable and beneficial to
community.h

Local.

Story, sharing circles, protocol.)

(All rows and first four columns from Willis (2007), Foundations of Qualitative Research, Table 3.1, Table 3.2, and Table 4.1. Some information also

from Pickard (2013), Research Methods in Information, Table 1.1. Last column derived by author from the various footnoted readings.)
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